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You Be the Coder: Patient Brings Own Medication for Injection

Test your coding knowledge. Determine how you would code this situation before looking at the box below for the
answer.

Question: One of our patients normally injects her arm with Enbrel (arthritis medication), but because of an injury to her
shoulder, she has been unable to. She brought the medication to our office and asked the doctor to inject it. Can we bill
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Answer: Enbrel is a self-injectable drug, and because of that, you
probably wont be able to request reimbursement, despite the fact
that the patients shoulder injury prevents her from injecting herself.
Section 2049 of the Medicare Carriers Manual states, drugs that are
self-administered are not covered by Medicare Part B unless the
statute provides for such coverage ... if a physician gives a patient an
injection that usually is self-injected, this drug is excluded from
coverage, unless administered to the patient in an emergency
situation (e.qg., diabetic coma).

Medicares rationale is that a primary caregiver should be available to
perform the injections if the patient is unable to. If a caregiver is not
available and the patient receives the injections in the physiatrists
office, the patient is responsible for payment.

Many local Medicare providers allow clinicians to bill for the
administration of self-injectable drugs on a one-time-only basis at the
initiation of the therapy, if the drug requires dose titration to test the
patients responsiveness and appropriate dosage, or if the physiatrist
is demonstrating how to administer.

In some instances, a patient will bring his or her own drug to the
office for injection, and the drug is not classified as self-injectable
(such as epoetin). In these cases, you can bill for it. If the RN
administers it, use CPT 99211 (office or other outpatient visit). If the
physiatrist performs the injection, use the appropriate injection code
(e.g., 90782, 90788, etc.). In addition, code the drug itself (e.g.,
Q0136 is for epoetin), but with a zero dollar amount in the charges
column of the HCFA 1500 form with a notation that the patient
provided it.
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