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o Original Medicare Durable Medical
Equipment, Devices and Supplies
(DMEPOS)—By Referring Provider
and Service

e Original Medicare Durable Medical
Equipment, Devices and Supplies
(DMEPOS)—By Supplier and Service

e Medicaid Provider Spending—By
Provider and Service (including
aggregated managed care payment
data elements, with disclosure
avoidance techniques applied)

CMS has evaluated prior Agency
statements and the disclosure of the
datasets included in this notice
consistent with applicable legal
requirements. CMS considered
applicable privacy protections under the
Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act of 1996, as amended
by the Health Information Technology
for Economic and Clinical Health Act,
and relevant provisions of the 21st
Century Cures Act. Where applicable,
CMS also considered confidentiality
requirements for substance use disorder
information under 42 CFR part 2. Based
on this assessment, CMS has
determined that the datasets have been
de-identified and appropriately limited
to mitigate the risk of re-identification,
do not disclose protected trade secret or
confidential commercial information
and are appropriate for public release.

CMS will continue to evaluate
additional datasets, as well as
applicable governing laws and
regulations, as it prepares future data
releases.

The Administrator of the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS),
Mehmet Oz, having reviewed and
approved this document, authorizes
Vanessa Garcia, who is the Federal
Register Liaison, to electronically sign
this document for purposes of
publication in the Federal Register.

Vanessa Garcia,

Federal Register Liaison, Centers for Medicare
& Medicaid Services.

[FR Doc. 2026-06618 Filed 4—2-26; 4:15 pm]
BILLING CODE 4120-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services

[CMS-5056-N2]

Medicare Program; Delayed
Implementation of Certain Prior
Authorization for Select Services for
the Wasteful and Inappropriate
Services Reduction (WISeR) Model

AGENCY: Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services (CMS), Department
of Health and Human Services (HHS).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice announces a delay
in the implementation of two services
from the list of Wasteful and
Inappropriate Services Reduction
(WISeR) model items and services.

DATES: The notice is effective April 6,
2026.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kate
Blackwell (844) 711-2664, Option 8 or
WISeR@cms.hhs.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background

In the July 1, 2025, Federal Register
(90 FR 28749), we published a notice
titled ““Medicare Program;
Implementation of Prior Authorization
for Select Services for the Wasteful and
Inappropriate Services Reduction
(WISeR) Model”. The notice announced
a 6-year model focused on reducing
fraud, waste (including low-value care),
and abuse in Medicare fee-for-service
(FFS) via the implementation of
technology-enabled prior authorization
processes for select services. For more
detailed information regarding the
WISeR Model, see the July 2025 notice
(90 FR 28749).

II. Delayed Implementation of Select
Services

In the July 2025 notice (90 FR 28751),
we specified that the prior authorization
process under the model will be
implemented in the selected states for
the listed items and services with
affiliated national coverage decisions
(NCDs) or local coverage decisions
(LCDs) beginning January 1, 2026. We
are delaying implementation of two of
the services announced in the July 2025
notice to allow additional time for
operational readiness. Implementation
of the prior authorization or pre-
payment review process for these two
services is delayed until a future date
that will be announced in a subsequent
Federal Register notice. Until the future
implementation date is announced,

neither the prior authorization nor the
pre-payment review processes described
in our earlier notice will be available for
these services. The two services for
which we are delaying implementation
of the prior authorization or pre-
payment review process are as follows:

¢ Deep Brain Stimulation for
Essential Tremor and Parkinson’s
Disease (NCD 160.24).

¢ Percutaneous Image-Guided
Lumbar Decompression for Spinal
Stenosis (NCD 150.13).

The Administrator of the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS),
Dr. Mehmet Oz, having reviewed and
approved this document, authorizes
Chyana Woodyard, who is the Federal
Register Liaison, to electronically sign
this document for purposes of
publication in the Federal Register.

Chyana Woodyard,

Federal Register Liaison, Centers for Medicare
& Medicaid Services.

[FR Doc. 2026—06616 Filed 4—3—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4120-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services

[CMS-5056—CN]

Medicare Program; Implementation of
Prior Authorization for Select Services
for the Wasteful and Inappropriate
Services Reduction (WISeR) Model;
Correction

AGENCY: Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services (CMS), Department
of Health and Human Services (HHS).
ACTION: Notice; correction.

SUMMARY: This document corrects
typographical and technical errors in
the notice that appeared in the July 1,
2025, Federal Register titled “Medicare
Program; Implementation of Prior
Authorization for Select Services for the
Wasteful and Inappropriate Services
Reduction (WISeR) Model”.

DATES: The corrections in this notice are
effective April 6, 2026.

Applicability date: The corrections in
section II.1.a. of this notice are
applicable to the list of WISeR items
and services and their affiliated local
coverage determinations (LCDs) for
which prior authorization and pre-
payment review processes were
implemented on January 1, 2026.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kate
Blackwell (844) 711-2664, Option 8 or
WiSeR@cms.hhs.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
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